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MEMOIR OF MRS. 


Mrs. Hannah Hayden was 
born in Westborough, Mass.A.D. 
1781. She early discovered a 


mind remarkably sound, vigor-— 


ous and penetrating. 

She was a subject of serious 
impressions from her childhood ; 
but being like most other youth, 
attached to the society of the gay, 
and fond of those amusements, 
which constitute so great a part 
of their happiness, she seemed 
for a season to halt between two 
Opinions; Long was she press- 
ed with pungent convictions of 
her guilt and danger, and with 
those distressing emotions, which 
they only, who have felt them, 
can discribe. At length, in the 
i9th year of her age, she was 
brought, as is believed, wholly 
to renounce her own righteous- 
ness, and to submit herself to the 
righteousness of God; wholly to 
renounce the service of satan and 
sin, and take-upon her the yoke 
of Christ. From the account she 
gave of the exercises of her mind, 
1t appears, that, immediately on 
the first act of cordial submis- 
sion to God, her soul was filled 


HANNAH HAYDEN. 


with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. She beheld Christ the 
end of the law for righteousness 
to the believer ; she saw in his 
character and in the way of sal. 
vation by him a beauty surpas- 
sing description; she longed to 
proclaim salvation by his blood 
to the whole race of man; she 
wanted ten thousand tongues to 
speak his praises, and she longed 
to have every sinner know by exe 
perience the sweetness of his 
grace- Her soul was drawn out 
in love to the people of God, and 
she embraced them in her affec- 
tions as the nearest and dearest 
of all earthly relations ; as the ex- 
cellent of the earth in whom was 
her peculiar delight. She rested 
with delight in the doctrines of 
grace, such as the total depravity 
of man, the eternal election of be- 
lievers, regeneration by the pow- 
er of the holy Ghost, justification 
by faith alone, and the certain 
perseverance of the saints till their 
perfection in glory. To these 
doctrines she ever after adhered ; 
they were the theme of her de- 
lightful conversation and she was 


2Q 



































Nee Sia! fe Daye of tie SRS at 
a My we ems = 5s eigen oite Beat Z - Sa +2 eee “ 
Sie ee mene le Se Se wes AS rit 


SLRs ere 
. &. > 


aE 


oe 


Ot 
erent 





eA me: 


“si algae 
Bia Hi ohh : <- 3p 
RE rea heh, Re NESTE Ae DE ees 


ee eee 








ene tes 


= 





































Parwnceee tanta =. oan aie notre me 


s = Se L 
=. & tt 
SSeS SS SS 


a 
$e 
Sg 


+ —— —— 
mw os magi - = 
— Rr at Es i ~ 








$22 Memoir of Mrs. Hannah Hayden. Nov. 


able to vindicate them in a solid 
and satisfactory manner. She 
now turned her back on the world. 
She bid adieu to her gay com- 
panions, not however without in- 
viting them to come with her, 
while she assured them that she 
could no longer go with them. 
Civil amusements, of which she 
had been remarkably fond, she 
now renounced with abhorrence, 
as being wholly inconsistent with 
walking with God. Believing in 
the sentiments of that denomina- 
tion, she became a member of the 
baptist church in Sutton, of which 
she continued a member to the 
day of her death. 

With a resolute determination 
to contend earnestly for the faith 
once delivered to the saints, she 
united a large portion of the meek- 


‘ness and gentleness of Christ, and 


whenever she had occasion to ex- 
press her sentiments to those, who 
differed from her, respecting the 
important doctrmes of the gos- 
‘pel, it was done with such sweet- 
ness, and at the same time with 
such boldness as couid seidom 
fail to attract admiration and 
love. Possessing by nature a 
firm constitution, and placed in 
eligible circumstances, she ‘early 
enjoyed a very promising pros- 
pect of long life, health and pros. 
perity. But her God who cor- 
Fecteth, whom he loveth, had 
marked her out as a child of af- 
fliction. Her'health declined not 
far from the 20th year of her age, 
and was ever after but poorly 
enjoyed. After her marriage 
three chifdren in succession were 
borne from the cradle to the 
grave. ‘These trials together 
with many tedious months and 
even years of distressing sickness, 


she endured with great patience 
and submission ; never express« 
ing discontent with the allotments 
of providence, but ‘aying, in all 
situations ** The will of the Lord 
be done,” For a considerable 
portion of the time, in some of the 
last years of her life, she was ex- 
ercised with many doubts re. 
Specting the state of her soul. 
But in the midst of these she nev- 
er for a moment doubted that 
the great doctrines of grace, in 
which she had believed were the 
fundamentals of the gospel. And 
in seasons of her greatest dark- 
ness, these doctrines appeared 
as she expressed bright and beau- 
tiful to her mind. “Often has she 
observed that the method of sal. 
vation appeared to her indescriba- 
bly beautiful, asd that she had no 
desire that the divine plan should 
be altered for the sake of saving 
her. She desired rather, that 
whatever became of her, God 
might be glorified. 

She was exceedingly jealous of 
her heart. ‘The native depravi- 
ty she knew to heentire. And 
she felt that for all the difference 
between herself and the most a- 
bandoned sinner, she was indebt- 
ed wholly to grace. She often 
beemed to want words to express 
the sense che had of her own vile- 
ness, and of the depths of iniquity 
she found in her heart. ‘here 
was a peculiar sweetness and 
plearentness in her carriage to- 
wards her family, and towards 
all with whom she was conver- 
sant. A sweetness inspired by 
that love, which seeketh not her 
own, and that lowliness of mind, 
which led her to esteem others 
betterthan herself. During the 
whole of the last year of her life, 
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she was confined by sickness, 
In the former part of this period, 
for two or three months, she was 
much perplexed with doubts ; 
but during the remainder,. the 
light of the divine. courtenance 
shone clearly upon her. ‘The 
conversation and prayers of the 
piois werezher delight, When she 
could be favored with preaching 
and was able to endure it, it seem- 
ed to afford a rich feast to her 
saul, 

As she drew near the closing 
Scene, she was exercised with 
much pain and distress of body, 
but her soul seemed to enjoya fore- 
tasteofheaven. She frequently 
expressed a strong desire to de- 
part, together with fears, lest she 
should be impatient. On Mon- 
day, Nov. 30, 1812, she first ap- 
peared to be.dying. She was 
then filled with great joy and 
exclaimed ‘ He’s come! He’s 
come {’ 

She revived however, and no 
symptoms of death appeared till 
Thursday, when she again suppos- 
ed herself going, and manifested 
the same expressions of joy. Qn 
Friday, Dec. 4, she experienced a 
season of distress which no lan- 
guage can describe. Her strug- 
gles were such as seemed ‘ufh- 
cient to rend the frame of her 
body in piecies. But her mind 
was calm. Rather she appeared 
to triumph inher Saviour. All 
supposed her dying, and that a 
few struggles more would free 
her spirit trom its confinement. 
Already che seemed to have got- 
tenthe victory overdeath. Af- 
ter warning others to prepare, she 
exclaimed, ‘ Happy dying, hap- 
py dying inthe Lord! A thirs- 
ty soul longs to drink of the liv- 
ing waters! QO how pleasant ! 
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Jesus has come, I can see him. 
I dolove him, Idolove him. O 
Repent and believe the gospel ! 
repent and believe and your souls 
shall be saved! QO Jesus, Jesus, 
Jesus. 


** Jesus can make a dying bed 
Feel soft as downy pillows are.” 


“ Come, Lord Jesus, I am 
ready to go and. partake of 
heavenly joys. Come Lord Je- 
sus, Jesus, Jesus.”” A bystander 
expressed surprise that her nature 
could endure such struggles. 
She replied, ‘‘ The Lord is about 
to carry on his glorious purposes 
and this is one way he'takes for 
that end.” On being asked if 
she desired that the Lord’s pur- 
poses should be accomplished, 
she answered ‘* Yes, I wantto 
have the Lord’ swill be done, and 
I want to have patience to wait 
tillhe comes for me.”? She ex- 
pressed an ardent wish that 
none of the bystanders would for- 
get thé scene beforethem. A 
woman coming in, to whom she 
said, *“ well, Mrs. A. I am go- 
ing home. 1 long to go, but 
never mortal underwent such 
distress.” After some hours of 
ease, She apprehended the return 
of her distress. She then said 
“QO if it were not for religion I 
could not indure one struggle 
more.”? 

She prayed to be saved from 
such distress, but especially for 
submission: Then she sung, 


*‘ How lung dear Saviour, O how long 
Shall this bright hcur delay ; 

Fly swifier round ye wheels of time 
And bring the, welcome day.” 


On Saturday morning, she expe- 
rienced another sea‘on of distress, 
which continued for three hours, 
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after which, she said, “* I know I 
do believe in Jesus. I know! 
do lovehim.” After some time 
she again thought she was going, 
and said “* Bless the Lord, he tells 
me I miy come now, I have had 
dreadful distress, but none too 
much. [tis all right! I am go- 
ing—farewell. They must all 


-repent at the village* and pre 


pare to die.”’ 
She revived, but come hours 


after expressed strong desires to . 


depart. On being asked why 
she desired to die, she replied, 
** T have had such a view of that 
glorious place, that I long to be 
there.” On Lord’s day morn- 
ing, being more distressed, she 
said, * | think I am dying, I 
shou'drejoiceif [ were. I should 
go trusting in the Lord.” — One 
said I hope you willbe’ better, to 
whom she replied, “ I do not 
want to be any better. I only 
wish to fall a sleepin Jesus.” A- 
bout this time the powers of her 
mind in a great measure failed, 
But in the intervals of composure 
she exercised her thoughts in pray- 
ing for patience, exhorting oth- 
ers to prepare to die, repeating 


‘texts of scripture and devotional 


hymns. Onthe sabbath before 
her death, she said, ** This is the 
day that my Saviour rose! And 
this day, I hope I shall go home. 
Sing praises, praise the Lord, 
praise his name forever. 


* Come we that love the Lord, 
And let our joys be known, 

Join in a song with sweet accord, 
And thus surround the throne.” 


** Himself hestows the wedding dress, 
The robe of perfect righteousness.” 


Such was the frame of her 
mind inher latt hours ; and in 





* Mantpelicr village. 
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this heavenly frame we trust she 
slept in Jesus, December 18, 18) 2, 

This brief memoir of her life 
and death is exhibited rot to grat- 
ify the_curiosity of readers, but 
as a memorial of the grace of 
God, which ought to be had in 
lasting remembrance. In her 
example, we see in how happy a 
frame of mind a christian can 
die! And can any person read 
this narrative and not exclaim, 
‘Let me die the death of the 
righteous, and let my last end be 
like his !” 

While the reader cherishes this 
desire, let him remember that 
such a death is the privilege of 
those only who are born from 
above, and serve God with their 
spirit in the gospel of his Son, 


=— 


From the Christian Observer, 


THE COTTAGER’S WIFE 


** The short and simple annals of the 
poor.” 

** To the poor,” said our Lord, 
when. questioned as to his divine 
mission, ** is the gospel preached.” 
The *‘common people,’ too, we 
are told by one of the Evangel- 
ists, heard our Saviour “ gladly.” 
St. Paul declares,*: that “ not ma. 
ny wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble 
are called. And St. James asks, 
whether it is not notorious, that 
God hath “ chosen the poor of this 
world, rich in faith and heirs of 
the kingdom which he hath 
promised to them that love him ?”? 
The subsequent history of the 
Church of Christ presents a simi- 
lar testimony. ‘T'o the poor the 
Gospel has still been preached, 


* 1 Cor. i. 16. 
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and by them it has,in general, 
been most favourably received. 
Amongst this humble class, some 
of the most striking instances of 
the power and grace of Christ 
have been exhibited; and by 
them have the rich blessings of 
his Gospel been frequently most 
highly prized, and most purely 
enjoyed, 

In adding another proof of the 
truth of these remark:, from an 
exampie which lately fell under 
my own obervation, my only 
motive: are to display the glory 
ot the Redeemer and the excel 
lency of the Gospel; and to diaw 
from a eimple statement of facts, 
a few plain but important lessons 
of instruction and consolation, for 
the benefit of my Christian breth 
ren. 

i was lately called to under. 
take the pa ‘oral care of a small 
parish, in one of the inland coun. 
ties. My predecessor, now gone 
to give up his account to the 
great Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls, was a man of considerable 
talents and learning; of sincere 
piety, and most amiable manners. 
His religious views were not per- 
haps such as could be considered 
as thorouphly scriptural; and 
my respected friend (tor uch he 
was, ) during the latter part of his 
life, began to perceive their insuf- 
ficiency. Jam not sure indeed, 
whether the pressure of this con- 
viction, wpon a_ peculiarly 
thoughtful and  conrcientious 
mind, was not, in some degree, 
the occasion of his prema ure 
death. But though the detects in 
his religious sy:tem materially af- 
fected his comfort, { cannot but 

think well ofhis safety. In his 
parish, his preaching and private 
exertions, ¥.qich were in many re- 


spects exemplary, had produced 
a remarkable degree of regularity 
and decency of manners amongst 
the poor people, of whom it was 
almost exclusively composed.— 
How far his labours were blessed 
in producing those genuine and 
unequivocal fruits of repentance 
and faithin the hearts of any of 
his parishoners, which every zeal- 
ous minister is anxious to per- 


‘ceive, 1 am as yet scarcely com- 


petent to determine. I fear that 
but little of this kind was effected. 
Yet in the case of the person of 
whom Iam now about to give 
you a short account, [ found that 
my amiable predecessor hau cer- 
taialy been instrumental in doin 
much real good, both by his sere 
mons, his private instructions, 
and the books which he had giv- 
en her —May not this statement 
paint out the duty of speaking 
and acting with candour and caus 
tion towards those clergymen 
whose views do not entirely coin- 
cide with our owr—but who with 
inferior light, may, if sincerely 
devoted to Him, be usefully em- 
ployed, by the great Head of the 
Church, in the work of the min- 
istry? Let us not judge our 
brethren ; but remember, that, 
however thankful we should be 
for clearer and more scriptural 
sentiments than some of them may 
porsess, since our Lord and Mas. 
ter does not in any case despise 
“the day of small things,” we 
ought not to reject, but receive 
them, as Christ does, to the glory 
of God. 

I had officiated but once in my 
parish, when I was told that there 
was a poor young woman, suppo- 
sed to be in a decline, who wishe 
ed to see me, I accordingly 

took an carly opportunity of call- 
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ingon her, AsI reside about 
two miles from the village, and 
cour have, as yet, but a slight 
acquaintance with the characters 
of its inhabitants, I was employ- 
ed, during my walk, in consider- 
ing in what manner I might be 
likely to render my visit most 
profitable to my poor patient.— 
My clerical brethren, and indeed 
all those who have been in the 
habit of attending the sick beds, 

whether of the rich or the poor, 
will readily enter into the anxiety 
and perplexity of my thoughts 
upon such asubject. They will 
not be surprised, that my expec- 
tations, as to the actual state of 
the sick person, were not very fa- 
vourable ; and that I rather fear- 
ed to find, what is so commonly 
met with on these occasions, ei- 
ther great incensbility and uncon- 
cern, or a false and ill-grounded 
Satisfaction and con fidetice in the 
goodness and safety of her condi- 
tion. Itis a melancholy conside- 
ration, that there should in gene- 
ral be so much ground for such 
apprehensions; and whilst it 
shews the vast importance of a 
parochial ministry, it may serve 
to quicken those who are enga- 
ged init, to the diligent use of ev- 
ery means of awakening and in- 
structing their flocks. Absorbed 
in this painful but profitable train 
of thought, I arrived at the vil- 
lage, and was soon directed, by 
my clerk’s daughter, to one of 
the smallest cottages I had ever 
seen. On lifting the latch of this 
lowly dwelling, I was struck with 
the remarkable cleanliness and 
neatness of every partofit. The 
furniture, though of the humblest 
kind, was decent, and in the most 
perfect 03 ie ; and various tra- 
ces might b e perceived of the in- 


dustry and care of the mistress of 
this little abode, though she had 
now been confined for some weeks 
to herbed. The cottage consis- 
ted but of two small rooms, sepa- 
rated by a few stairs, or rather 
steps, which led from the one to 
the other. I was met at my en- 
trance, by a pleasing rogking el- 
derly woman, holding in her arms 
an -infant, a few months old.—* I 
heard,” said I, “that a young 
woman was ill here, and I have 
called toseeher. Are you her 
mother?” “Iam her husbands 
mother, sir, and this is her little 
child.—Poor dear babe, he has 
never known the comfort of his 
mother, and J am very much a- 
fraid he will soon lose her.” “I 
am sorry,” said I, ‘* to hear she is 
co ill. Would she like to see me 
now, do you think ?”’ “ O yes, sir, 
that I am sure she will.” ‘This 
answer was made in go unutual a 
tone of confidence and apparent 
welcome, that I could not help 
hailing itas a token for good.— 
How often, alas! are ministers 
zeceived with a degree of coldness 
and indifference, in their visits to 
the sick, which too plainly proves 
that these labours of love are but 
slightly valued, ifat all desired. 

The reply was no sooner made, 
than I followed the good woman 
into thesickroom. {It wasa hit- 
tle apartment formed out of the 
roof of the cottage, open to the 
Stairs, and without any means of 
warming it by a fire. ‘The walls 
were whitewashed, and it had one 
very small casement, which its 
neat but afflicted tenant had a- 
dorned with a little muslin cur- 
tain. Ona bedstead just raised 
from the floor, and without any 
curtain to shelter her from the 
keen air of winter, Jay the poor 
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object of my visit, apparently far 
advanced in a constimption.— 
Alas! thoughtI, “this is but 
comfortless aceommodation for 
one in sucha disorder! How ma- 
ny in the midst of health, would 
think themselves hardly used to 
be obliged to content themeelves 
with such an apartment! Can I 
ever murmur at any circumstan- 
ces in my own comparatively fa- 
voured lot! Forbid it, Lord! 
and forgive the repining thoughts 
which have sometimes found ad- 
mission into my mind. O! 
make me thankful for my supe- 
rior blessings ; and in whatsoev- 
er state I am, let me learn to be 
therewith content.”—These and 
similar thoughts passed rapidly 
through my mind, as J approach- 
ed the bedside of my poor parish- 
oner.—-"§ M—_»—,”?_- said her 
mother-in-law, “ here is the min- 
ister come to see you.”+—‘* I am 
very glad to see him,’ was the 
immediate answer, *‘ and greatly 
obliged to him for coming sq 
far in this cold weather.”— 
‘“‘How do you find yourself?’ 
said {. ‘I am very ill, sir, and 
feel that I am getting weaker ev- 
ery day.” ** How long have you 
been ill??? ** Three and twenty 
weeks, sir: I have never been 
well since the birth of my poor 
babe, and F begin to think that I 
shall never recover.” TI perceiv- 
ed at once, by the hectic flush up- 
on her cheek, and by the difficul- 
ty with whieh she breathed, that 
her apprehensions were but too 
well founded, and therefore de- 
termined to lose no time in exam. 
ining the state ofher mind as to 
teligion. ‘* Your illness,” said I, 
‘«Eas indeed been very long, and 
seems now to be very serious ; 
but this is the Lord’s doing—it is 
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He who has Jaid you on n the bed 
of sickness; and the length of 
your confinement has given you 
a very merciful opportunity of 
thinking upon religion, and the 
concerns of your soul. I hope 
you have improved it.” * — have 
tried to do so, sir.” “ Lam glad 
to hear you say so—but let me 
have a little serious conversation 
with you upon this subject.”— 
“That is what I greatly desire 
sir.” Religion, you know, 
should bethe great business of 
our lives, whether in health or 
sickness, but especially in sickness 
—and eince your state seems 
very uncertain, let me ask you 
what you think about it. If it 
should please God that you 
should not recover, what hope 
have you asto another worid?” 
—Those who know by painful 
experience the answers which are 
commorly made both by the rick 
and the poor to such a question, 
will judge of ghe surpiise and 
pleasure I felt cn hearing a very 
different reply from my afflicted 
parishioner. In feeble accentsy 
broken and interrupted by her 
cough and labouring breath, she 
spoke, as nearly as I can recol- 
lect, as follows: ‘Sir, I know 
and acknowledge that I am a 
poor miserable sinner; a great 
sinner, sir. I do not mean “that 
I ever committed any heinous 
crime. Ithank God 1 cannot 
charge myself with that—but 
notwithstanding this, l know and 
feel that | ama very sinful crea- 
ture. I have endeavoured, sir, 
during my long iliness to call to 
mind f my past life ; and as nearly 


as I can remember, I bave spread 


all my sins before God, and earnest- 
ly begged his forgiveness through 
Jesus Christ. 1 knew and be- 


rs a 
a. 


* rants 
Sa Betis tots. 



































als 


ea ral Od, 


& 
alle 
*% 


- “ee, 
Relea cabs 


~  RA a 
mn ia ae ea 


mee cen 
St os Ce wre aie vetted. cass) Aes 
BF Tim binicad a aah RS om —— et 


rer 
+2 


- 


ge ONS 
atin ts aia tae a 

















































328 dhe Cotiager’s Wife. Nov: 


lieve that he is the. only Saviour 
of sinners—1 put mv whole trust 
in him—andI hopeTl have come 
to him—I know that he i: a mer 

ciful Saviour—but, sit,’’ (and 
here she burst into tears,) “ when 
I reflect upon my vileness and 
sinfulness, I often fear that he 
will not receive me—and if Christ 
should refuse me, where shall I 

9, or what shall I do to be sa 

ved !”—-Many of my readers will 
anticipate my reply to this affect- 
ing but hopeful declaration. I 
told my poor patient, that I was 
truly rejoiced to hear what she 
had just been saying—that the 
frame of her mind was very 
much what I wished itto be— 
and that if she was perfectly sin- 
cere in what she had told me, of 
which indeed, from her whole air 
and manner, I could have but lit- 


‘¢le doubt, there was mach that 


¥could say to comfort her. I 
said that it was a great satisfac- 
tion to meto find that she was 
convinced of het sinful state, and 
of the necessity of Christ as a Sav- 
jour, and assured her, that if she 
came to him witha sificere and 
humble faith, there could be no 
doubt of his willingness to re- 
ceive her. ‘To confirm this, I 
read to her several passages of 
Scriptute, particularly, 1 Tim. 
1. 15;—John iii. 16,173 and vi. 
27. and Matt. xi. 28—30; to 
which she listened with profound 
and eager attention, and after- 
wards expressed the encouraze- 
ment and consolation which they 
afforded her. 

Fearing, however, that what 
bad given me so much pleasure 
ois possibly be at least in part 
owing to a religious education, 
ortoa metely nominal acquaint. 
ance with religious tentiments 


and phraseology. I I inquired. of 
my poor parishoifer where she 
had obtained a degree of knowl- 
edge inteligion, which was un- 
happily but too seldom met with 
in visiting sick beds. She told 
me, that as long ago as she could 
remember, :he ‘had been impress- 
ed with the fear of God, and a 
strong desire to be a true Chris- 
tian. “When I was quite a 
child, sir,’ said she, “I hada 
great dread of the Almighty upon 
me.’ ‘This was her exact expres- 
sion, by which I doubt not she 
meant to describe that which the 
Psalmist speaks of, when he says, 
“Even from my youth up, thy 
terrors have [I suffered with a 
troubled mind.”—* At this early 
age sir,” she continued, “[ re. 
member that [ often left my com- 
panions, to say the prayers I had 
learnt ; and as I grew up, and 
went into the fields to work with 
other young people, I have some- 
times been so full of thought and 
anxiety about my soul, that I 
have spoken of whatI was think- 
ing aloud, and now and then ut- 
tered a short prayer—upon which 
my companions generally laugh- 
ed, and called me by some nick- 
name. My greatest delight, sir, 
was to go to church ; ; and as I had 
a very good memory,” (proofs 
of which she frequentiy gave me 
in the course of my visits,) I 
was able to remember a great 
many texts of Scripture, which I 
used to think of when I was by 
myself. I recoilect to this hour, 
sir, some of the sermons I heard 
\....n I was quite young. At 
that time, my great desire was to 
attend the eacrament. I thought 
if I could but be fit to go there, I 
should be quite happy; and I 
ofien begged some of my friends 
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to read to me upon the subject, 


and to help me: to become pre- 
pared totake'the Lord’s Supper. 
After this I learned to read my- 
self, and O! what.a great bles- 
sing Ihave found it to read the 
word of God !” 

The preceding account of the 
eatly feelings and dispositions of 
this poor young woman satisfied 
me that the grace of God hac vis- 
ited her heart, and had long 
been drawing her to‘an:acquaint- 
ance with himself, and with her 
Redeemer. How highly should 
we prize these Divine impressions 
and attractions in our own cases, 
and how anxious should we be to 
cherish and improve them in oth- 
ers! But, alas! how often are 
they neglected, and checked by 
some sinful pursuit, or worldly 


‘object, until God in his all-wise 


‘and merciful. providence interpo- 
ses for our deliverance! Thus it 
was with the humble subject of 
this narrative. After the prom- 
ising beginning which has been 
mentioned, the vanities of youth, 
and the evil communications of 
those with whom she lived in 
‘service, led her away from God 
and religion, and, though pre- 
served from gross sins, she lived 
some years in a careless and 
worldly manner, ‘What a 
mercy it was, sir,” ‘said she, 
while mentioning this unhappy 
period, “that I was not cut off 
in the midst of it, -without re- 
pentance .and preparation for 
eternity ! I bless God that he 
has been pleased to spare me, 
though he has brought me into 
the affliction in which you see 
me.”—* Pray,’ said I ‘ what 
circumstances roused you to seri- 
ous thought, after you had been 
thus living in a negligent way 2”? 
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“Several things happened, sir, 
to bring about this blessed change 
in me. Mr. N——came to be 
minister at H 
mons went to my heart—and 
mot to mine only, but to my 
poor aged mother’s; and to one 
of my sister’s. Then, sir, not 
long after, this dear sister died, 
of the same disorder that I am 
now in—and so peacefully, so hape 
pily, that nobody could doubt of 
her having gone to heaven. 
Her death was greatly blessed 
to me; and I have often pray- 
ed that mine might be like it.” 
Perceiving that she began to 
be fatigued, I was unwilling to 
prolong the conversation at this 
time, farther than to ack her 
whether she had been much in 
the habit of prayer. She repli- 
ed that she had; “ but now, sir,” 
continued she, “that I am s0 
weak, | am sometimes hardly 
able to uve my voice for any 
length of time—but J pray with 
my heart continually ; and when I 
lie awake at night, this is my 
great support and comfort. I 
think, too, at such times, of ma- 
ny texts of Scripttre which I 
know by heart, and they are 
greatly blessed to my soul.”— 
At her earnest request, I now 
prayed with her, and was much 
struck with the rémarkable seri- 
ousness and fervour with which 
she joined in my _petitions.— 
When I had ended, I urged up- 
on her the duty of self examina- 
tion, and frequent applications to 
the throne of grace for “ repent- 
ance and remission of si.s!”? and 
was about to leave her when the 
apothecaty, whe was atte: ding 
her, camein After he had vis 
wed hjs patient, I inquired his 
Opinion of her case, and was 
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grieved to find, that he entertain- 
ed no expectations of her recove- 
ry ;—grieved, not on her own ac- 
count—for after what I had just 
witnessed, I could not but believe 
that she was ripening for heaven 
—-but for her husband, and her 
infant, who were about shortly to 
be deprived of so valuable a wife 
and mother ; and for myself, who 
was likely so soon to lose a parish- 
ioner, whose example, were she 
spared, might prove eminently 
beneficial to all around her.— 
Though I could not but regret 
this melancholy prospect, yet 
joy and gratitude were the pre- 
dominant feelings in my mind on 
leaving the cottage. J had en- 
tered it full of anxiety, doubt, 
and apprehensions; fearing that 
I should only find fresh cause for 
lamenting the wretched state of 
those who are ignorant of them. 
selves and of Jesus Christ, and 
who are wholly unprepared for a 
dying bed. I quitted it, not on- 
ly relieved of this burthen, but 
rejoicing in the awakened, hum. 
ble, spiritual frame of mind which 
its afflicted inhabitants discover- 
ed, and feeling inexpressibly grat- 
ified at so unexpected a result of 
my first parochial visit. Full of 
the interesting reflections which 
this occurrence had excited in 
my mind, [ returned home- 
wards.—My thoughts were chief- 
ly occupied with the love of God 
in the redemption of a ruined 
world, by the sufferings and 


death of his only begotten Son; 
with the love of that gracious 
Redeemer, who came into the 
world to save sinners; with the 
grace of that Holy Spirit, who 
vouchsafes to apply this salvation 
effectually to the soul. While 
meditating on these sacred and in- 
estimable truths, I could not 
help thinking how superior was 
the happiness of my poor parish- 
oner, in the midst of all her pov- 
erty, distress, and pain, to that of 
the wealthy, the prosperous, and 
the gay, who live * without God 
in the world ;’? who, | Satisfied 
with themselves and with worldly 
pleasures “ for a season,” neglect 
their immortal souls, and neither 
seek nor desire an interest in the 
redemption which is in Christ Je- 
sus. ‘Surely,’ thought I, “ one 
thing is indeed needful, and M—— 
has chosen that good part which 
shall never be taken away from 
her. Lam thankful, also, that I 
have thus early been honored 
with the opportunity of minister- 
ing to the edification and comfort 
of one who will, I doubt not, 
prove an heir of salvation. 

Here I shall beg leave for the 
present to suspend. the narrative 
of my late humble parishioner— 
not without a hope, that some of 
my readers may feel interested in 
her simple history, and be desi- 
rous of accompanying mein my 
Subsequent visits to her sick and 
dying bed. 
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& TREATISE ON THE REAL GROUND OF DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 
PEDO BAPTISTS AND THE ANTIPEDO BAPTISTS. 


Mucu has been sajd and much 
has been written, in a controver- 
sial way, by the Pedo Baptists and 
Antipedo Baptists, in vindication 
of their different opinions and to 
confute their opponents. After 
all itis doubted whether the real 
ground of difference between 
them has ever been duly examin- 
ed, or properly defined.—This 
surely ought to be done in order 
that the controyersy may be han- 
dled with propriety and to advan- 
tage on either side. In pursuing 
this subject I shall 

Examine the particulars in 
which they both agree,. 

Notice the particulars, in which 
they disagree or differ, 

Examine the real ground of 
that difference, and make a few 
practical reflections. 

I. Let us examine the. particu- 
lars in which they both agree. 

1. Itis found that they agree 
m the great and fundamental doc- 
trines of religion, which the bible 
contains. The moral existence 
of man ; his free.agency ; his fall 
and depravity, and the transmis- 
sion of that depravity from Ad- 
2m to all his posterity, so that all 
by nature are sinners and child- 


ren of wrath; the doctrine of, 


regeneration by the renewing and 
sanctifying influences of the Holy 
Ghost; atonement by Christ the 
only foundation of hope and of 
forgiveness; the safety and final 
perseverance of believers ; future 
and cteraaeapeem sions of reward 
and punisiffent tothe righteous 
and wicked; In all these points 


Calvinistick Congregationalists 
and Baptistsagree. The ground 
of their difference we do not find 
here. ) 

2, As tothe nature of practice 
al and experimental piety result- 
ing from the new birth, they are 
both agreed. The ground of 
their difference is not here. Im 
this they speak the same things, 
are of one accord, of one mind. 
It is not then about the internals 
of religion; either in the doc- 
trines of religion or practical pie. 
ty that they disagree. 

Their difference then must be 
only about that which is external, 
and attached to the christian reli- 
gion asexternal; viz. its institu- 
ted ordinances, such as baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. In these 
only are we to look for the dif- 
ference. | 

That water baptism isa spe. 
cial instituted ordinance, they 
both admit ; the difference is not 
found here. And that the appli- 
cation of water in baptism is a to- 
ken of cleansing, in relation to 
the subject they both admit; the 
difference is not here. They 
both view it an optward figure 
pointing tointernal purification as 
the reality, as the substance of the 
figure. But here, it is presumed, 
the difference begins, and. they 
begin to take their depatiure 
from each other, viz. 

They view the outward figure, 
water, applied ia the ordinance as 
looking to two different internal 
realities. The Pedo Baptists 
consider it an outward token that 
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the subject to whom it is applied, 
is in a state of depravity and pol- 
lution, and needs cleansing, and 
that it is a capable subject of be- 
ing cleansed and sanctified and 
purified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus and by the Spirit of the 
Most High God. The Baptists 
themselves believe all this to be 
true but they do not believe it the 
reality to which the baptismal 
water applies, and to which, in 
the institution, it was designed to 
apply. The Baptists suppose the 
water applied is a figure and to- 
ken that the subject to which it 
is applied, is already sanctified 
and purified, and hence they dif- 
fer in thé view of the subject, to 
which itis to be applied. They, 
who practise infant baptism sup- 
pose their depravity and the 
fountain Christ has opened for 
their cleansing to be the qualifi- 
cation, which renders them meet 
subjects to have this figure or 
toker applied to them ; and upon 
this ground they actually are 
qualified subjects, and they, in 
faith and with propriety accor- 
ding to their view, apply it, and 
devote their infants in baptism, 
presenting them in this way to 
Christ for cleansing. The Bap- 
tists must be constrained to admit 
that they are consistent and right 
in bringing them to the ordi. 
nance, if their view of the figure 


' However differing in ‘their 
view of the reality to which the 
figure looks, they differ in their 
practice, and refuse it to their in- 
fants, because they have no evi- 
dence and can have none, that 
their infants are already sanctifi- 
ed and purified. Thus we see 
the grounds of difference between 
them respecting the subjects of 


Baptism, and the reason why the 
Baptists suppose adult believers 
giving evidence of their sanctifi- 
cation can be the only meet sub- 
jects for haptism, because the re- 
ality of the figure, according to 
their view of it is found only in 
them; and the Pedo Baptists must 
be constrained to acknowledge, 
that they are consistent and cor- 
rect, if their view of the figure 
and the reality to which it is de- 
signed to point is right. 

The second point of difference 
between them is the mode of ap- 
plying the water, in this ordi- 
nance, those, who practise infant 
baptism, admit of sprinkling or 
any other mode, as being solid 
and adequate to the design. 

- The Baptists suppose, that 
plunging the body ali over in the 
water is the only adequate mode. 
Qur enquiry now is upon what 
is this difference grounded.— 
We presume that upon a rational 
and correct research it will be 
found to arise from the different 
realities to which the mode as an 
outward figure is supposed to 
point. Sprinkling as a figure 
seems most naturally to point to 
partial sanctification begun in re- 
generation and to be carried on, 
by gradual advance, in this pres. 
ent life; and the reality and neces- 
sity of this,in all who are finally 
saved, the Baptists willown and 
acknowledge ; and admitting this 
to be the reality of the figure, in 
the mode of sprinkling, the Bap- 
tists must acknowledge it to be 
right. But to look for a reality, 
which the mode of plunging asa 
figure naturally expresses, we find 
it only in the full and complete 
sanctification of the @pbject, and 
that the reality of the figure of 
their mode of plunging is to be 
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found only in heaven, where only 
believers have arrived to the stat- 
ure of perfect men in Christ, but 
is never found in-the imperfect 
state of believers here on the 
earth ; and now if their view of 
the reality, to which the mode of 
applying water in baptism as a 
figure points, then it must be ad- 
mitted that they are correct and 
right in their mode of applying 
the water. 

That eutward tokens are with- 
out substance, in themselves, and 
are useful only as figures nstur- 
ally expressing internal things, in 
relation to the spiritual and mor- 
a! state of men, cannot be denied, 
and the making of these out- 
ward tokens the figures of differ- 
ent internal realities we presume 
is the ground, and surely the 
only rational ground of difference 
between the Pedo and the Anti- 
pedo Baptists,and that however 
they differ, yet they both apply 
the outward tokens as figures to 
important and undoubted internal 
realities ; and that though there 
may be error in the application 
of the figure, yet upon either 
theory the system of religion by 
the different theories is no way 
marred or impaired, becaute by 
them none of its truths are sacri- 
ficed ; in their reasoning however 
to vindicate their different theo- 
ries many truths may be sacrifi- 
ced and much injury done to the 
cause of religion ; but none of this 
can attach to the different theo- 
ries as we haye stated them.— 
We appeal to common eense, 
whether our statement is not cor- 
rect and such asit ought to be ; 
and admitting that itis, whether 
it does: not greatly narrow the 
ground of distance between the 
pwo denominations ; being fully 


agreed and one about all the in- 
ternal, of religion, and being only 
disagreed about the realities in re- 
ligion to which two outward to- 
kens point; let them be forbear 
ing and indulgent one towards 
another in their different practice 
upon their different views, those 
views alike embracing great 
truths in religion. If however 
they are not agreed, they cannot 
indeed have fellowship and be 
one in practise; they cannot ad- 
mit subjects and mode in Bap- 
tism alike. Let them each then 
practise in their own way, and an. 
swer their own minds. But in 
every thing else, being agreed, 
let them, in every thingyelse; be 
united and one, receiving one an- 
other in love as God for Christ’s 
sake receives them. 

With regard to the other spe- 
cial ordinance, the Lord’s Sup- 
per, they are not disagreed.— 
Their view in the outward figure 
of it and its internal reality is one 
and the same. Does not this af- 
ford ample ground of fellowship, 
in this ordinance. That being 
of one mind about it, they should 
be of one accord and have chris- 
tian fellowship together in it.— 
‘Truly in the ordinance of baptism 
they cannot unite in practise, and 
have fellowship in those things, 
Which they must mutually ac- 
knowledge according to their 
different views to be expressive of 
great and important truths; yet 
they arenot agreed about their 
expressing by the fgvre the same 
truths: but can it be rational 
that they should make this a 
ground of discord is another or- 
dinance, in which, in their views, 
there 13 no disagreement ar all. 

Let the candid and honest 
mind judge and determine. P. 
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Messns, EDITORS, 

If the following letter appears calcula- 
ted to promote the interests of vital 
piety, you will please to give ita 
place in the Adviser. W, 

May 22. 


Dear Brothers, Sisters and Friends in 
C———-, 
{have to inform you that we 
are under the righteous chasten- 
ing of an all.wise, and infinitely 
good God, my wife being ap- 
parently on the borders of eterni- 
ty. Butshe stilllives, and her 


pain and distress of body is some- 


what abated; yet there is not 
much prospect of her recovery. 
What God will do we know not. 
Zo be prepared to meet him is 
the great and important thing. 
She has been overwhelmed with 
darkness. respecting her future 
state—thought she had no reason 
to hope—lamented greatly ber 
worldliness and wickedness of 
heart—aid that she had often 
heard it remarked, that as people 
jived so they commonly died, and 
that it appeared dreadful, to think 
of going into eternity, in such 
awful darkness. She has often 
said, ** Oh if I could have one 
smile—one cheering ray from the 
light of God’s countenance, it 
would beevough. I could die 
in peace. But I must die in the 
dark, and God is righteous. I 
cant expect he will appear for me 
in this trying hour; | have treat- 
ed him with such awful ingrati- 
tude.” She exhorted her family 
and others to live strictly pious 
and devoted to God, as they 
would wish and hope to die com- 
fortably—Not by any means to 
live as she had done, nor be so 
anxious about the world, which 
could not afford the /east comfort 
in .a dying hour. As she saw 
me writing she desired me to 
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warn you all from her dytng lips, 
not to live as she had done, but 
to prepare immediately for the 
eternal world—to awake to the 
concerns of the soul—to be in 
good earnest to lay up treasure in 
heaven and let nothing divert you 
from the all-important subject. 
“Examine yourselves, and sec 
that you have oil in your vessels, 
with your lamps trimed, and all 
things in readiness to meet the 
Bridegroom, and enter on that 
state of existence, which shall 
never know an end or a change.” 

Tell my dear brother J in 
particular (for I feel greatly con- 
cerned for him as well asfor my 
ewn soul) that [ fear he will 
make a god of this world, and be 
surfeited with the cares and con- 
cerns of it, to his eternal undoing. 
““Q my dear brother, will you 
not listen to the language of a 
dying sister! I expect, in a few 
moments at most, to launch out 
into the vast ocean of eternity ; 
and how do you think this world 
appears to me now ! O emptiness 
is written onit all! It is lighter 
than nothing and vanity! It will 
not afford the least comfort in a 
dying hour! I have set my af- 
fections too much upon it, and 
been tco anxious to obtain it.— 
But the reflection, instead of af- 
fording any comfort, bites like a 
serpent and stings like an adder. 
Take warning, therefore, I en- 
treat you, and see that you do not 
fill your dying pillow with thorns, 
for a bubble, for vile trash that 
is a snare to the soul! O prepare 
to meet your God, I beseech 
you! Use this world as not abus- 
ing it. Improve it all for God, 
considering that the fashion there- 
of pasreth away. Go into the 
practice of religion with all your 
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heart. Neglect ft no longer.— 
I fear your neglect of family 
prayer; and other neglects of duty 
will sting your soul ina dying 
hour ; Set your house in order, for 
you must die,and not live.” Such 
language as this, coming from a 
dying bed, ought to have weight ; 
and especially when we consider, 
it comes, not only from a dying 
bed, but from the throne of God. 
It is the language of God to us, 
and we must answer, at his bar, 
how we improve it! But perhaps 
we are so stupid, God may speak 
once, yea twice and we shall not 
perceive it. But soon, very soon, 
he will speak by the messenger, 
death to us in particular, and say, 
This night, this day, this moment, your 
soul is required, and time with you 
shall beno more. Then we must 
attend, whether prepared or un- 
prepared—must obey the solemn 
call—must appear before an holy 
God, to hear an irreversible sen- 
tence pronounced upon us ; which 
we are assured will be according 
to the deeds done in the bedy, 
whether they be good or evil. 
After I had written so far, I 
read over what I had written, and 
asked her, if I had put the ideas 
she communicated into language 
that was agreeable ro her. She 
answered, ** It is not half striking 
enough ! O that I could paint to 
them, in proper colours, the 
dreadfulness of coming to the 
hour of death unprepared! But 
I cannot! O I cannot! One 
smile from Jesus now would be 
worth more then all the riches, 
honors and pleasures of this vain 
world! Yes infinitely more! O, 
if I could get my unhumbled 
heart down, at his blessed feet, in 
deep repentance, and be permit- 
ted, from the greatest obscurity, 
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to get a glimpse of his glory, and 
taste of his love, it would be 
enough. It would lighten my 
path through the dark valley of 
death, and I should fear no evil. 
O, the madness and folly of set- 
ting our hearts en any thing'dn 
this world—on any thing below 
God !” 

While I set by the dying bed 
of a dear companion, and hear 
such language as this, my under. 
Standing, at least, is convinced, 
that religion is a// important, the one 
thing needful. It brings up the 
concerns of a future world to my 
view in the most lively colours; 
and I am ready to resolve before 
God, that by his grace enabling 
me, I will live more devoted to 
him, and strive withall my heart 
to keep his commandments.—= 
And had I not learned by woful 
experience the  deceitfulness, 
treachery and instability of m 
own heart, FE should feel confi. 
dent I should never be so stupid 
again, as I have been for some 
time past. But alas! he thut 
trusteth his own heart is a fool. 

May 29th. Mrs. B is 
some better, and appears, at times 
to have some more comfort in 
her mind ; but the greater part 
of the time, she is very much in 
the dark. I am waiting to see 
how it may turn with her before 
I close this letter. 

June 4th. This morning, Mrs. 
B———— appeared much as usu. 
al for some days past. After 
family prayer, we left ** ** * * 
inthe room. A minister lodged 
with me the night before. We 
retired into a roomi alone, to bear 
her case before God in private. 
And she, being alone, attempted 
to spread her own case before the 
Lord; and.gvas assisted, as she 
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thinks, to cast herself upon the 

sovereign mercy and grace of 

God, resolving if she must perish, 

to perish there. At this moment 

God was pleased (as we humbly 

hope and believe) to shine imto 

her heart in a remarkable man- 

ner, to give her the light of the 

knowledge of the glory of God, tn 

the face of Jesus Christ, exceeding, 

in degree, all that she had ever 

experienced before. She appear- 
ed to have such a sense of the 
beauty of the divine character 
and government, and of the good- 
ness and mercy of God, displayed 

in the work of redemption, and 
how the blessed above were sur- 
rounding the throne, with ascrip- 
tions of praise, and hallelujahs to 
God and the Lamb, that she felt 
as though she could join the sa- 
cred music, with all her heart, and 
say, ‘* Glory to God in the high- 
est, peace on earth, and good will 
to men.” I was immediately 
sent for to come, in haste, into the 
room. When I came by her bed 
side, the tock me bythe hand 
and exclaimed, “ O what an infi- 
nitely good God! I want Jan- 
guage to describe his goodness, 
and to speak his praise. Will 
you not help me to praise this in- 
finitely good God ?” She contin- 
ved to express herself in such 
kind of language tome, and to 
others who came into the toom, 
until her strength was gone, and 
nature seemed ready to sink un- 
der the weight. She often, in the 
course of the day, repeated this 
verse. 


“}jl praise my Maker with my 
breath; 3 

An@ when my voice js lost in death, 

Praise shall employ my nobler 
powW'rs ; 

My days cf praise shall ne'cr be past 
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While life and thought and being 
last, 
Or immortality endures.” 


Thus, undoubtedly, God de- 
signed to prepare her for that 
scene of trial, which was now at 
the door. The Sabbath moru- 
ing following, Sylva, our only re- 
maining daughter, was taken 
sick about seven o’clock, and be- 
fore eleven was in the eternal 
world! This was a most surpris- 
ing providence. I was at meet- 
ing wken news came, ‘ Sylva is 
dying.’——I rode as fast as possi- 
ble there, but she was dead when 
I artived, and all cpportunity of 
conversing with her, was over 
forever.—However, I have 32 
comfortable hope, from her life 
and conversation, since she made 
a profession of religion, that she 
has gone to join the Church 
above, and be where Jesus is, to 
behold his glory, where all tears 
are wiped away forever. When 
I found she was dead, I thought, 
how shall I carry this news to her 
mother? She is so weak I fear 
it willovercume her. But when 
she came to hear the melancholy 
news; she replied with a great de- 
gree of calmness and setenity of 
mind, ‘‘I cannot, I wzi/ not say 
any thing against the dealings 
and gevernment of such an infi- 
nitely good God. She was my 
only remaining daughter, and ve- 
ry ceartome. But God had an 
undoubted right to take her 
when ard how he pleased — 
Shall not the Judge of all the earth 
do right?” 

When I contemplate the man- 
ner and circumstances of my 
daughters death, and look no 
farther, I feei as though 1 knew 
not how to have itso; But when 















7 a s RAPE ea ee 
BL a Se Noh es oT renters Vs ght 





Lica sth 


2 


SO RETO ON re See RD 











lah bl aiy SRE RET Oe 


iN 


See a ee 


ee ya 


Chae ae oan 








aC bitee ete! AL 


— rss, jah Rar i il . ates 
bat AR ae Sena se +e oe 
Na is Ono eae Tee he eye etait SE 


De RE a pe 
ETERS 4 28: 


ee ee 
Bs Are? 
“4 be Sad wea 


ian, 


Pee oll 


1816. 


I contemplate upon the divine 
government, and consider, that 
God is infinitely above the possi- 
bility of making any mistake— 
that the circumstances of her 
death were in the counsele of 
heaven from all. etetnity—that 
she lived just as long as God had 
any thing for her to do, or suffer 
in this world, and as long as it 
was best she should live, infinite 
wisdom being Judge—that she 
had finished her appointed time 
on the earth—that it was neces- 
gary for the gloty of God and 
the general good, that she should 
close her probationary season at 
this moment in the midst of her 
days, and under so many trying 
and afflictive circumstances—da 
wide field opens to view, full of 
light, joy, dnd comfort, and I 
hope, at times, I feel the sweet 
and refreshing influences of this 
blessed Light, and am enabled, 
with some degree of heart-felt re- 
signation to say Even so, Father, 
for so it seemed good in thy 


sight. 

God sees fit in his holyand right- 
eous providence,to give me line up- 
on line, affliction upon affliction ; 
and I am sensible that I need it. 
Q, that I might learr the lesson, 
which God would have me learn. 
We need your prayers, dear 
friends, that the dispensations of 
divine providence towards us, 
both in mercies and afflictions, 
may be sanctified to our spiritu- 
al and everlasting good, that the 
tfemaining moments of life may 
be wholly devoted to God 

June 16th. ~The prospect of 
Mrs. B ’s recovery to 
health again is increasing. She 
is able to get off the bed her- 
self, and walk a few steps. O 
the compassion and patience of 
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God! May we never forget his 
mercies! Surely we are under 
the strongest possible obligations 
to love God and keep his com- 
mandments. May his goodness 
awaken in us a sense of our in- 
gratitude, and lead us to true 
humility and repentance, and en- 
gage ustoa holy fervency in his 
worship and ‘service. 

Before I close this letter, you 
will allow me the freedom of ad- 
dressing you with a word of exe 
hortation, on the all-important 
subject of religion, and a prep- 
aration for another world.— 
Some of you profess to be the 
friends and disciples of the Lord 
Jesus; arid some do not. Iex- 
hott stich of you, as are profes- 
sors of religion, to examine your 
hopes, and see that they are well 
anchored within the veil. Ir will 
be unspeakably creadful to be 
disappointed in an affair of such 
infinite importance. Will you 
not then be persuaded carefully 
to try your-elves by the standard 
of eternal truth, that you may 
be able to ascertain whether your 
house is founded on the ro-k or 
or the sand? Be not deccived 3 
God is not mocked: whatsoever a 
man scweth, that shail be also reap: 
With regard to such of you as do 
not profess to be the friend: 2nd 
followers of Christ, whether you 
are such in heart or not, God on- 
ly knows. but I am stre it is 
high time to determine on whose 
side you will stand, and whom 
you will serve How long halt ye 
betewren tao opinions * I de Lord 
be God follow him, but tf Boi. then 
follow him. You are now stand- 
ing onthe verge of the eternal 
world, with a price in your hands 
to gei wisdom, and an oppertuni- 
ty to lay up treasure in heaven: 
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And can you, in such a situation, 
be stupid and inattentive? O, I 
beseech you improve this golden 
season, tae remaining span of 
life, in the service of God. How 
can you trifle, my dear friends? 
Time is flying fast away, and 
you are; doubtless, ripening, 
equally fast, for heaven or hell. 
We shall find a dying day to be 
a trying day ; for then our state 
will be unalterably fixed fora 
boundless eternity. To meet 
death unprepared and enter the 
eternal world without an interest 
n Christ, having God for our 
Almighty enemy, because we 


have slighted the offers of his 


The Docirine of Total Depravity. 



















Nov: 


mercy, must be dreadful beyond 

all conception. J/¢ is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the liv- 

ing God, irreconciled to him. O 

do, I beseech you, embrace the 

Saviour with all your hearts, and 
keep his commandments! Then 

will you meet the approbation of 
your Judge, and, through grace 
in the Redeemer, have a right to 
the tree of lifes and enter through 
the gates into the holy City.» 
Which may God grant for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen. 7 

Tam with much esteem your 
Brother and Friend in afflictions 


J———- B——_-. 
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Miscellany. 


THE DOCTRINE OF TOTAL DEFRAYVITY. 


No. 1. 


Tie moral depravity of man- 
kind is a principal subject among 
the doctrines of the gospel. 

In the first part of the scrip- 
tures, we are informed of the be. 
ginning of human wickedness, 
in the offence of our first parents. 
And from the history of their 
children, asit is given in the word 
of God, we must conclude that 
they have in all ages, been sinful 
creatures. The Scriptures do al. 
$0 contain many plain and ex- 

ress Ceclarations on the subject 
of human depravity. Yet some 
persons, who profess to belteve 
the divine origin and authority 
of the Scriptures, appear to be 
insensible and ignorant of the na- 
ture and extent of human deprav- 


ity. While they err on this sub- 
ject, they do equally err on all the 
leading doctrines of the gospel. 
lt is therefore very important te 
form and maintain correct senti- 
ments respecting the depravity of 
mankind. On this important sub- 
ject many person: form errone- 
ous opinions, and then they deny 
and oppo‘e their own false no- 
tions. Yet they imagine they 
ate opposing, with success, the 
doctrine of total depravity.—As 
it is common for those persons 
who di-believe the doctrine to 
misrepresent it itis very necesta- 
ty to show what is meant by the 
total depravity of mankind. 

By this doctrine it is not meant 
that all mankind are equally sin- 
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ful. It is sometimes objected, 
that all mankind are equally sin- 
fal, if they be totally depraved. 
But for this objection there doves 
not appear to be the smallest 
foundation. The heart of the 
sons of men may be full of evil, 
and yet there may be more evil 
in the heart of some men than 
there is in the heart of others.— 
For some men do greatly exceed 
others in the extent of their nat- 
ural capacities and in their knowl. 
edge of their duty. According 
to the extent of their ability to 
know and do their duty, is the 
extent of moral depravity im sin 
ful creatures. God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, the 
holy angels and the spirits of the 
just made perfect, are perfectly 
holy.. But can it be supposed 
that they are equal in holiness? 
No one supposes that there is as 
much goodness in holy creatures 
as there is in the Creator. Yet 
there are many creatures, who 
are perfect in holiness. Nor 
does any one suppose, that all 
such creatures as are perfect in 
holiness, are equally holy. As 
some perfectly holy beings exceed 
others in holiness, so some totally 
depraved and sinful creatures ex- 
cel others in depravity and wick- 
edness. All will admit that the 
great number of fallen angels and 
wicked men, who shall be for ev- 
er punished in hell will be total- 
ly depraved and sinful. Yet no 
one supposes that they will be 
equal in wickedness. [t ts then 
evident that the doctrine of total 
depravity does not imply that all 
mankind are equally sinful. Nor 
does it imply that any are éo sin- 
fal, that they cannot become 

It is sometimes pretend. 
a4, that if mankind are totally 


worse. 
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depraved, they are as bad as they 
can be. Here it is supposed the 
doctrine of total depravity can- 
not betrue. For we are taught 
in the Scriptures that the most of 
men do grow worse. And we 
plainly see that wicked men do 
greatly advance in wickedness. 
It must be allowed that the doc- 
trine of total depravity cannot 
be true, if it imply that any of 
mankind are so sinful, that they 
cannot become worse. But this 
doctrine affords no foundation for 
such an opinion, Holy beings 
may be perfectly holy ; and yet 
they may greatly advance in ho- 
liness. As their natural capaci- 
ty may be enlarged by increasing 
knowledge, their holy affections 
may be greatly increased in their 
extent and ardency.—And if per- 
fectly holy beings may increase 
in holiness, totally sinful creatures 
may increase in wickedness. To- 
tally depraved creatures may 
greatly advance in their doctrine 
al knowledge- of God and the 
law, of Jesus Christ and the gose 
pel. As they increase in knowl- 
edge, the evil of their hearts be- 
comes greater in proportion to. 
the knowledge of their duty. — 
The heart of a man may be full 
of evil, and yet there may be 
more evil in his heart at cne 
time than at another. For what 
constitutes the heart may be en- 
larged and always is enlarged in 
proportion to the natural capaci- 
ty of rational beings. As a crea- 
ture, that is totally depraved, 
may constantly increase in know}- 
edge, he may constantly increase 
in wickedness. ‘To him that 
knoweth to do good and doeth it 
not, to him it is sin.’—-The duc- 
trine of total:depravity does not 
unply, that any of mankind ar 
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so sinful, that they cannot become 
worse Neither does this doc: 

trine imply that the natural facul- 
ties of mankind are depraved in 
the least degree. It is very cer- 
tain that men are not destitute of 
such faculties as are necessary to 
perceive the difference between 
truth and error, right and wrong, 
on moral subjects. Qn these sub- 
jects, they are able to perceive, to 
reason and to judge with clear- 
ness and correctness. Their nat- 
ural faculties of perception, rea- 
son and con:ctence are not de- 
praved nor impaired. That mor- 
al evil, which fills the hearts of 
the sons of men, does not destroy 
nor impair, though it perverts 
their natural faculties, otherwise 
they could not be the subjects of 
moral depravity. For then they 
could not know what was true or 
false, what was right or wrong. 

And if they could not know the 
nature of duty, they could not be 
required to do it, any more than 
the beasts of the field or the fowls 
of the air. If mankind be de- 

praved and sjnful creatures, they 
must possess the natural powers 
which are necessary to moral a- 
gency and accountability. The 
doctrine of total depravity is so 
far from implying that the natur- 
al faculties of maukind are de- 
stroyed or impaired, that it im- 
plies that they exist in their full 
strength. 

- Nor does this doctrine imply 
that mankind are destitute of 
sensibility. The feelings of men 
are as lively and vigorous, as the 
feelings of any beings in the uni- 
verse, ‘They are in some man- 
ner affected by every object that 
passes before their minds. They 
are affected by the works of cre- 
ation, the events ef providence, 
and the instructions of divine rev- 


elation. They who heard divine 
instruction from the ancient mes- 
sengers and prophets of God, 
were not void of feeling. Cain, 
Pharaoh, Ahab, and other wick- 
ed men had very deep and lively 
sensations under the instructions 
and dealings of God. They who 
heard Christ preach and saw his 
miracles, had their feelings excit- 
ed to the highest degree. Mane 
kind, howeyer depraved, are not 
destitute of sensibility. They are 
alive to theirown concerns. They 
are tenderly affected by the con. 
cerns of their families and con- 
nections. They are affected by: 
the concerns of the communities 
to which they belong. And they 
are affected according to the na- 
ture of the objects which they per- 
ceive. By some objects they are 
pleased. Some objects excite 
their pity, others excite their an- 
ger. Some excite their hope, oth- 
ers their fear. Some excite their 
admiration, while others excite 
their contempt. The worst of 
men have as deep and lively feel- 
mgs asthe best. Mankind are 
not rendered insensible by their 
depravity. If they were in ail 
respects, insensible, they could 
not be morally depraved. Tho’ 
they are said in the Scriptures, to 
be deaf, and blind, and dead, on 
account of their moral depravity, 
yet they hear, and see, and feel, 
with the guickest and liveliest sen- 
sations. ‘Their total depravity 
does not inply that they are in a 
state of total, or even partial in- 
sensibility. 

Nor does it imply that they are 
incapable of performing useful 
services. Such men as have nev- 
er been:renewed in the temper of 
their minds, have been eminent 
for their attainments in useful 
knowledge and for their services 
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ja different professions and em- 
ployments; such men have been 
able aid useful physicians. They 
have been able and successful 
statesmen and generals. They 
have acquired property, influence 
and authority. And they have 
often employed their talents in 
such a manner as to be extensive- 
ly beneficial to their fellow-crea- 
tures during successive genera- 
tions. Since men do often per- 
form useful services, they are apt 
to imagine they are not wholly, 
if indeed they be partially depra 

ved. Yet the moral nature of 
human actions cannot be deter- 
mined by their effects, but by their 
motives. Men may be useful 
from pride, from ambition, or 
from self-righteousness. The 
worst 9 men are capable of per- 
forming very useful services. And 
such servises may be performed 
from depraved and corrupt mo- 
tives. But whatever may be the 
truth respecting the doctrire of 
total] depravity, it must be admit- 
ted that none of mankind are de- 
praved in such a manner as to be 
unable cr unwilling, in many in- 
stances, to perform such services 
as are highly useful. 

Now allowmg what has been 
said to be true, it may be acked. 
What can be meant by the total 
depravity of mankind by nature ? 
And while some may be disposed 
to say it can haveno proper mea- 
ning and must be a false notion, 
we will venture to obserye— That 
by the total depravity of man- 
kind, it is meant that their hearts 
by nature are wholly sinful. We 
ynean by total depravity exactly 
what Solomon meant when he 
said—‘* The heart of the sons of 
men.is full of evil.” ‘he heart 
is something, whichis wholly dis- 
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tinct from the natural faculties of 
rational beings. It is what con- 
stitutes their moral character, and 
con:itts in voluntary exercises 
and affections. The heart is the 
will or choice. In willing and 
choosing every rational being is 
perfectly free ; and is therefore 
holy or sinful. We are conscious 
of having moral feelings or volun. 
tary exercites. And we are con- 
scious that our moral feelings are 
good or evil; right or wrong.— 
We know what is meant when it 
is said of a person that he feels 
right, or feels wrong; that he 
has a good heart or a bad heart. 
Should we be informed that the 
heart of a certain person is full 
of evil, we should at ence know 
what was meant. We should 
know that according to such an 
account the person had no good. 
ness in himself ; but that he was, 
in a moral sense, wholly evil, sin- 
ful, corrupt or depraved. When 
Solomon says—* ‘The heart of the 
cons of men is full of evil,’ it is 
evident, that he intends, that as 
mankind are born into the world, 
and as they are by nature, all 
their moral feelings are wrong or 
sinful ; and that their moral char. 
acter and conduct are totally de- 
praved, ‘This moral depravity 
consists in the transgression of the 
law. John say:s—* Sin is the 
transgression of the law.” The 
law which sinners transgress, re- 
quires us to love God with su- 
preme affection, and to love our 
tellow creatures as ourselves.— 
Now if a person, instead of lov- 
ing God with supreme affection, 
and of loving bis fellow-creatures 
as himself, loves himself supreme- 
ly, Le transgresses the law, and is 
a sinner. Selfi:hness, or a su- 
preme love of themselves, consti- 
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tutes the moral depravity of sin- 
iul creatrues. When it is said 
that all mankind are by nature 
totally depraved, it is meant that 
they are wholly selfish, or that 
they love themselves with su- 
preme affection. We have now 
so fully explained what is meant 
by tota! depravity, that every at- 
tentive person must know what 
we mean, when we say that all 
mankind are by nature totally de- 
praved. ‘lo explain what is meant 
by total depravity is nearly suf- 
ficient to prove that the doctrine 
is true. For every person has a 
conscience and is capable of deci- 
ding respecting the true nature of 
his own feelings. Let every rea- 
der then, allow his conscience to 
decide respecting his heart; and 
to determine whether he is not by 
nature wholly able livehether 
he does not by nature, supremely 
love and regard himself in all his 
feelings and actions. Every per- 
son wo is conscious that, by na- 
ture, he loves himself supremely, 
is conscious of having in himself 
what is meant by the total de- 
pravity of mankind. But lest 
the hearts of some may not allow 
their consciences to judge and 
condemn themselves, we shall at- 
tempt in a future number to prove, 
by other considerations, that all 
mankind are by nature totally de- 
praved. Con. Mag. 


aan 


THR DOCTRINE OF TOTAL DE- 
PRAVITY. 


No. 2. 


Havinc shown, in ovr frst 
number, what this doctrine im- 


plies, itis now proposed to prove 


that all mankind, by nature are 


totally depraved. It is very often 
said that there is no man, who is 
perfect. The most stupid and 
careless persons are conscious of 
doing many sinful actions. And 
we daily perceive that our fellow 
creatures are guilty of many of- 
fences. Multitudes pay no re- 
gard to the presence, commands, 
or displeasure, of their Creator. 
Multitudes deceive, defraud and 
injure their fellow creatures.— 
Even children and youth are 
false, proud and profane. They 
do what they know is evil; and 
tefuse todo what they know is 
right. The history of the nations 
and families of mankind is the his- 
tory of hatred, revenge, violence 
and injustice, towards their fel- 
low creatures ; and of contempt, 
rebellion, ingratitude and provo- 
cation, towards their Creator.— 
The laws of every community, 
and the precatition of every per- 
son in his dealings with his fellow- 
men, are a constant and decisive 
evidence of human depravity.— 


Indeed, there is rarely to be found 


asingle person, who denies the 
universal’ depravity of mankind.—- 
But though few, or none, deny 
that all mankind are depraved 
in some degree, many deny that 
any of mankind are, by nature, totally 
depraved. It is not our present 
design to prove that ail men are 
sinners ; but that all mankind are, 
by nature, totally sinful. By na- 
ture there is not the smallest e- 
motion of real goodness in any 
man; but “the heart of the sons 
of men is fullofevil.” To prove. 
that mankind are so depraved, it 
ma 7 be observed. 
That this is the aceount, 
which j is given of human depravi- 
ty in the holy oe Weread 
that * God saw that the wicked- 
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ness of Man was great in the 
earth, and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.” Again 
it is written, ‘* What is man, that 
he should be clean? and he, that 
is born of a woman, that he should 
be righteous? Behold, he putteth 
no trust in his saints. yea, the 
heavens are not clean in his sight. 
How much more abominable and 
filthy is man, who drinketh ini- 
quity like water ?”’? The Psalm- 
ist says of the wicked, ‘ There is 
no faithfulness in their mouth ; 
their inward part is very wicked- 
ness ; their throat is an open sep- 
ulchre; they flatter with their 
tongue.”” Again he says, ‘ The 
Lord looked down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to see 
if there were any that did under- 
Stand and seek God. They are 
all gone aside, they are together 
become filthy; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one.” 
And of himself, the Psalmist 
says: ‘ Behold, I was shapen in 
iniquity ; and in sin did my moth- 
er conceive me.” Solomon says, 
“The heart of the sons of men 
isfully set inthem to do evil — 
Yea, also, the heart of the sons 
of men is full of evil, and mad- 
ness is in their heart while they 
live, and after that they goto the 
dead.”” Jeremiah says, ‘* The 
heart is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked.”’ The 
Lord Jesus Christ said to his hear- 
ers, ‘‘I know you, that ye have 
not the love of God in you.”— 
And again hesaid, “Ye are of 
your father the devil, and the 
lusts of your father ye will do.” 
And again, “ Ye serpents, ye gen- 
erations of vipers, how can ye es- 
cape the damnation of hell ?”-- 


Respecting the wickedness of 


mankind the apostle writes: 
‘We have before proved both 
Jews and Gentiles, that they are 
all under sin; as it is written, 
There is none righteous, no, not 
one; there is none that under- 
staudeth, there is none that seek- 
eth after God. They are all gone 
out of the way, they are together 
become unprofitable; there is 
none that doeth good, no, not 
one. Their throat is an open 
sepulchre; with their tongues 
they have used deceit; the poi- 
son of asps is under their lips; 
whose mouth is full ef cursing 
and bitterness ; their feet are swift 
to shed blood; destruction and 
misety are in their ways; and 
the way of peace have they not 
known: there is no fear of God 
before their eyes.” Again he 
says, ** The carnal mind is enmi- 
ty against God, for it is not sub- 
ject tothe law of God, neither 
indeed can be. So then they, 
that are in the flesh, cannot 
please God.” These are some 
of the plain declarations, which 


God has made in his word, re-’ 


specting the depravity of man- 
kind. And if they do not fully 
and plainly prove the total des 
pravity of all mankind by nature, 
we must despair of ever proving 
any thing by the scriptures of 
truth. Let any person fairly and 
candidly consider what God has 
said on this subject, and he must 
be convinced that according to 
the scriptures all mankind are, 
by nature, totally depraved. 

2. The tetal depravity of man- 
kind is evident, from what is said 
in the scriptures respecting such 
persons, at have any degree of 
moral goodness. The hearts of 
some men have been holy, and 
their conduct has been approved 
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SAL The Doctrine of Total Depraviti; Nove 


by the living and true God.— 
But according to the scripture, 

such persons have experienced 
an essential alteration in their 
moral character. ‘lhey are said 
to be born again, to be born 
of God and to be born of 
the Spirit. Thev are said 

to have a new heart and a right 
spirit, and to be renewed in the 
temper of their minds. ‘They 
are said to have passed from death 
unto life, They are said not to 

be in the flesh, but in the spirit — 

find they are called new crea 

tures. The people of God, wha 

are called righteous and are rep- 

resented as having some real 
goodness, ascribe theit peculiar 
character to the special influence 
of the Holy Spirit. They say 
unto God, “ Thou wilt ordain 
peace over us}; for thou also hast 
wrought all our works in us.”— 
When describing their prepara- 
tion for heaven they say, “ Now 
he that hath wrought us for the 
self-same thing is God, who also 
hath given unto us the earnest of 
the Spirit.” ‘The Apostle says 
to his Christian brethren, “ He, 
who hath begun a good work in 
you, will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ.” It is very evi- 
dent that all the goodness which 
exists in such persons, as are not 
wholly sinful, is declared in the 
word of God to be produced by 
his special influence upon their 
hearts. And if this be a true 
account of their characters, it is 
certain that by nature. or as they 
ate born into the world, they are 
totally depraved. If they were 
not so, there could have been no 
foundation for an essential altera- 
tion in their character ; nor could 
all their goodness be the effect of 
the special influence of the Holy 





Spirit. —Since all, who have any 
real goodness, differ esventially 
from their native character, it fol- 
lows that all mankind are by na- 
ture, totally depraved. 

3. ‘The total depravity of man- 
kind is evident from the <criptu- 
ral distinction between saints and 
sinners. The scriptures divide 
all mankind into two classes.— 
One class is sometimes called 
saints and the other sinners. One 
is called the righteous and the 
other the wicked. One is call- 
ed holy the othér unholy.— 
Gne is called godly and the other 
ungodly. One is called the chil- 
dren of God and the other the 
childten of Satan. One of these 
classes has passed from a state of 
condemnation to a state of justi- 
fication. But the other clas¢ 
abide under the wrath of God 
and the condemning sentence of 
the law. One class will be ac- 
cepted and received into heaven 
atthe finaljudgment. But the 
other class will then be condemn- 
ed and consigned to the endless 
torments of hell. It is certain, 
then, that there must be an esten- 
tial difference between the moral 
characters of those two classes of 
mankind. Now let it be consid- 
ered what constitutes the essertial 
difference between saints and sine 
ners. No saint, in this life, is 
perfect in heliness—But accor- 
ding to the scriptures every per- 
con, who haa the least degree of 
moral gcodness, or holitiss is @ 
saint. They, who have apy holy 
affections, or perform auy virtu- 
ous actions, are cla--ed with the 
righteous, If the wicked ther 
differ essentially from the right- 
eous, it ts because they have no’ 
holy affections and perform no 
Virtwous actions. ‘They are; 








therefore, totally depraved and 
sinful. Itis impossible to divide 
mankind into two classes, as they 
are divided in the scriptures, 
without making total depravity 
essential to the character of one 
class.— Remove total depravity 
from the character of sinners, and 
they do not differ from saints.— 
If then theré be in the world any 
persons, who can justly be called 
Sinners in distinction from saints, 
they are by nature, and they still 
remain, totally depraved. Eve- 
ry view, which the word of God 
affords of this important subject, 
will oblige us to believe, that 
‘‘ the heart of the sons of men is 
full of evil.” ib. 


a 
SIR MATTHEW HALE ON THE EX- 
CELLENCY OF THE BIBLE. 


*¢ As the rule to attain our chief 
end, must come from God ; and 
as the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testament ate the word of 
God ; sowe sdy, that these scrip 
tures are the rule, and the only rule, 
to attain our chief end. Good 
books of other men, good educa- 
tion, good sermons, the determin- 
ations of the church, are good 
helps ; but there is no other rule 
but this. It is by this rule that 
Wwe must try other men’s books 
and sermons, yea the very church 
itself. Thus the Bereans tried the 
doctrine of the Aposties them- 
selves, by the Scriptures which 
they then had, and are commend- 
ed for it. And Peter prefers the 
evidence of the Scripturés before 
a voice from heaven.* And Christ 
himself appeals to the Scriptures, 
to justify himself and his doc- 
irine.t Andif the Scriptures be 
the only rule, 


*2 Peter, i. 18, 19. 








T John, v. 39. 
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“1, Then, nota natural con. 
science, especially as the case now 
stands with mankind ; for this is 
many times corrupted and false 
principled, puts good for evil, 
and evil for good, It is, and may 
be, a great help, guide, and di- 
rection, not a perfect rule. 

“2. Then not the writings and 
traditions of men: God that ap- 
points the ends and means, must 
be the discoverer of the means of 
our salvation. 

‘© 3. Then, not pretended rev- 
elations: those may be men’s ime 
aginations, or the devil’s delu- 
sions; to prevent and diccover 
which, God hath set up this great 
and standing revelation of his 
Scriptures. 

“4 Then, not the church: 
for that may err; and it hath no 
way to evidence itself; but by 
the Scriptures whick are its foun- 
dation. 

“ The business of man’s salva- 
tion is of that importance, and 
the wisdom of God so great that 
he will not commit so weighty a 
matter to such uncertain rules as 
these, but hath provided one of 
his own making, the Holy Scrip- 
tures.” 


a ae 


ANECDOTE 
Of Sir Harry Watton. 


Sir Harry Watton, who had 
gone on several embassies, and 
was intimate with the greatest 
princes, chose to retire from all ; 
saying, the utmost happiness a 
man could attain to, wa* to beat 
leisure to be, and to do, good 3 
never reflecting on his former 
years, but with tears. he would 
say, how much haye I to repent 
of, and how litte time to do itin! 
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Siotigious Intelligence. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TO THE LONDON MISSIONARY SOCLETYy,y 
Oo 
may 13, 1813. 


(Continued from page 318.) 


While our worthy brother was thus 
proceeding in his Missionary career, he 
was greatly delighted with the cheer- 
ing hope of soon enjoying at Belhury 
the assistance of his dear brother and 
former fellow student, Mr. Thompson ; 
for, to this promising station the Di- 
rectors, the friends at Madras, arid his 
own inchnation all consurred to di- 
rect his course. But alas! it is not 
am man that walketh to direct his 
steps. The sovereign disposer of hu- 
Man Events saw fit otherwise to deter- 
mine, and we bow in’ silence to’ the ho- 
ly mandates. Mr. Thompson, as the 
Society were informed last year, after 
residing fora fewr months at the Cape, 
where his labors were very acceptable 
and uséfil, proceeded towards India, 
by the Isle of France, where he obtain- 
ed valuable information concerning 
that island, Bourbon, and Madagas- 
car; from thence he sailed to Calcut- 
ta, and from thence to Madras, where 
Re arrived March 22, 18f2. 

He was there advised to report him- 
self, as‘ itsexpected from strangers, at 
the Police Office, requesting permis: 
sion to go forward to Belhary. But 
when, upon enguiry it was understood 
that Mr. Thompson came from Eng- 
land without licence from the direct- 
ors of the East India Company, he wes 
informed that ke could not be allowed 
to reside in India, but must immedi- 
ately return. The order was as follows. 


Madras Police Office, May 22, 1512. 

“Rev. Sir, 

**T am directed’ to acquaint you that 
fhe Honorable the Governor in Council 
is precluded, by the orders of the Su- 
preme Government, from permitting 
you to reside in any place under this 
Presidency : you will therefore return 
to the Isle of France, or to Europe, by 
the first opportunity. 

I am, Rev. Sir, your obedient Servt. 

“J. H. Syms, 
Superintendaat of the Police.” 


Mr. Thompson, by the advice of his 
friends, addressed a respectful letter 
tothe fon, the Governor on the sub- 
ject; but after waiting several days 
without receiving anv answer, he again 
waited on the superintendent of po- 
lice, who informed him, that if no an- 
swer Was given, the order for his re- 
moval remained in force, and that if he 
did not go, he should be obliged to 
report it. Mr. Thompson observed, 
that he had no means of obeying the 
order, and that the Missionary Society 
had not authorized their agent to ad- 
vance him money for that purpose. 
He was then informed that “ he should 
receive an order to put him on board 
some vessel homeward bound, when a 
very small allowance would be given 
him for his passage, as he had come 
out without leave from the company ;” 
and added, that “ he supposed it was 
the intention of Government to puta 
stop to such endeavors.” 

Itis impossible not to feel, on this 
recital, the most painful regret that 
regulations, which were originally 
made for commercial purposes only, 
should now be employed to impede 
the progress of christianity, or place 
under the control of the East India 
Company a subject so intimately con- 
nected with the present and eternal 
happiness of many millions of the hu- 
man race. For the removal of such 
unrighteous restrictions, the Society 
applied to his Majesty’s ministers ; 


has petitioned the ‘Legislature ; and 


will continue importunately to address 
the Throne of Grace. 

The refusal of the Government to 
permit Mr. Thompson to proceed to 
Belhary was soon followed by another 
event stili more distressing :—He had 
frequently compiained of a pain in his 
side, wlich was cons:dered as the 
symptom of a liver disorder, whieh it 
was hoped would prove but: shght ; 
but alas! it» progress was rapid and 
fatal. He had desisted only two Lord’s 
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days from preaching, and was at the 
chapel on the 24th of June. On the fol- 
lowing Thursday he became extreme- 
ly ill, and danger was apprehended ; 
but his mind was preserved in peace, 
and he maintained ahumble, yet con- 
fident and unshaken dependence on 
the atonement of the great Redeemer ; 
while he renounced with a kind of in- 
dignant jealousy, any thing in himself 
in which he might glory: and although, 
through the extreme violence of his 
Gisorder, he could not, so frequently 
as he wished,express what he felt and 
enjoyed, yet on two occasions he cheer- 
ed the hearts of his weeping friends, 
when he declared his joy in the Lord, 
and exhorted them to increasing zeal 
in his cause. ‘*Cran,” said he, “I 
never saw; Des Granges I once saw; 
but Brain was my dear friend, compan- 
ion, and fellow student. # shall soon 
see them in glory, and Swartz too;” 
and then, in a rapture of mind, and 
with exertion of body that was almost 
too much for his enfeebled frame, he 
added, ** but I shall see Jesus, and that 
is the glory ofall!’ Thus our dear 
brother, though denied the expected 
privilege of preaching among the Gen- 
tiles “the unsearchable riches of 
Christ,” was highly favoured by his 
rich grace in his departing moments, 
and expired with ahepe full of immor- 
tality. 
(Te be continued. ) 


= 


THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE OF 
THE AMERICAN BOARD OF COM- 
MISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MIs- 
sions, SEPT. 15, 1813. 

BreETHREN, 

When Jesus of Nazareth was going 
about doing good, despised anti reject- 
ed of men, little was it expected by the 
world, and littie did it comport with 
human probability, that he would as- 
cend to the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, be invested with all power m 
heaven and earth, and reign until eve- 
ry knee should bow to him, and every 
tongue confess him to be Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. &s he him- 
self, on his way to the joy set before him, 
passed through scenes apparently the 
most inauspicious; so his servants, 


= 


whom he has been pleased to emplo 
in great designs and enterprises for ad. 
vancing his kiygdom, have generally 
been subjected, especially in their in- 
itiatory attempts, to trials and adversi- 
ties, painful in their nature, and un- 
propitious in their aspect. But often 
has he shewn that his thoughts and 
ways are notlike those of mea. Often 
has he displayed the plenitude of hig 
power, wisdom, and goodness, in caus- 
ing light to shine out of darkness, in 
carrying small beginnings into great re- 
sults, and in crowning designs and en- 
terprises, held for a time under dis- 
couraging circumstances, with unex- 
pected and glorious success. Always, 
indeed, there is perfect safety ‘in cone 
fiding in him; and happy are they, 
whether for the present successful or 
unsuccessful, who are truly engaged in 
his cause. Under these impressions, 
the Prudential Committee now meet 
their brethren, and submit their report 
with lively sentiments of gratitude 
and hope. 

It was not until about three months 
after the last meeting of this Board, 
that the first intelligence from our 
Missionaries sent out to the eastern 
world, was received in this country. 
In the mean time, however, they were 
not fergotien bythe Prudential Com- 
mittee. As the ordinary intercourse 
with India was obstructed by the war, 
it became necessary to establish a spe- 
cial channel, through which communi- 
cations and remittances might be made 
With safety. For this purpose, the 
Committee assigned to Samuel Wille 
iams, and Junius Smith, Esqrs. of Lon- 
don, and to the Hon. John Herbert Har, 
tington, Esq. the Rev. David Brown, 
D. D. and the Rev. William Carrey, 
D. D. at Calcutta, such agencies, as 
might be requisite in those places re- 
spectively tor agi j remittgnces to 
our missionaries, for furthering 
generally the objects of this Board, 
‘lo the gentlemen designated as agents 
at Calcutta wag entrusted, very partic- 
ularly, the application of the. means 
forwarded to India by this Board, for 
aiding in the translation and distribu- 
tion of the Holy Scriptures. 

Pursuant to arrangements made by 
the Commitiee, a remittance of one 
thousand dollars for the support of our 
missionaries, aud abother of the same 
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amount for aiding in the transla- 
tion and distribution of the Scrip- 
tures, were forwarded by the 
‘Treasurer to our agents in London in 
th> mcnth of November. About the 
same time fifty pounds sterling were 
remitted to the Rev. George Burder, 
to refund what had been advanced 
from the treasury of the London Mis- 
sionary Society, to Mr. Judson, when 
in England, in 1811. In February, 
another remittance was made for the 
support of the missionaries to the 
amount of twenty-two hundred dollars. 
Of the receipt in Londen af these sever- 
alremittances, the treasurer has been 
duly advised; and assurances have 
been received from our agents there, 
in terms very gratefully to be acknowl- 
edged, of their cheerful acceptance of 
the trusts confided to them. For the 
translation of the Scriptures another 
remittance af about thirteen hundred 
dollars, (more than five hundred of 
which were specially appropriated to 
the repairing of the loss sustained by 
the fire atthe Mission House at Se- 
rampore,) was made in May; and an- 
other of about a thousand dollars, in 
July. Ofthe receipt of these two re- 
mittances, it is not yet time to have re- 
ceived advice. 

At the meeting of the Board in 1811, 
a sum, not exceeding three hundred 
dollars, was appropriated to the pur- 
chasing of books for the use of the 
missionaries. As our brethren, when 
they -were fitted out, were furnished 
with but few books; the Committee 
thought it important to embrace the 
earliest opportunity of conveying to 
them an additional supply. Accor- 
dingly, as an unexpected’ opportunity 
vas presented in November, a purchase 
was made ofsuch books as were suppo- 
sed to he the most suitable, to the 
amount of about two hundred dollars. 
These books were put on board the 
schooner Alligator of Salem, bound to 
Arracan; were directed to our agents 
in Calcutta, and committed, with spe- 
cial instructions, to the care of the 
gupercargo, whe was also constituted 
an agent for this Board. The Ailiga- 
tor sailed from Salem about the first 
of December ; aad by her, official let- 
ters were forwarded from the Corres- 
ponding Secretary and the freasurer 
to our Missionary brethren, communi- 


cating to them such advices and di- 
rections as were deemed expedient; 
and to the Hon, Judge Harrington and 
Drs. Brown and Carey, respectfully so- 
liciting their assumption of the agen- 
cies entrusted to them, referring them 
to documents accompanying the let- 
ters, by which they would be made ao- 
quainted with the institution, design, 
and transactions of this Board, and the 
instructions under which our mission- 
aries were sent out—and soliciting 
their good offices in favor of the mis- 
sionaries, especially in reference to the 
difficulties and dangers to which they 
might be exposed on account of the 
war. These letters, with leave, will 
be submitted to the Board. From the 
Alligator no intelligence has been re- 
ceived since her departure.* 

The substance of the information re- 
specting our missionaries, collected 
from the letters which have been re- 
ceived, is comprised in the following 
statement. 

Our brethren were all highly favor- 
ed in their passages. The Lord had 
them under his gracious care—kindly 
preserved their health—rencered their 
situation on board the ships agreeable 
—and conveyed them in safety to their 
destined port. Messrs. Newell and 
Judson, with their wives, arrived at 
Calcutaa in the Caravan, on the 17th 
of June, and Messrs. Hall, Nott, and 
Rice, with the wife of Mr. Nott, in the 
Harmony, on the 8th of August, 1812. 
By Christian people there ot different 
religious denominations, they were re- 
ceived in a manner the most courteaus 
and affectionate; and their letters 
very pleasingly testify their deep and 
grateful sense of the Divine goodness 
to them, and of the cause which they 
had to “thank God and take cour- 


Saon after their arrival, however, 
Messrs. Newell and Judson, received 
an order from the government, requi- 
ring them tereturn to this country by 
the Caravan; and signifying, that the 
Caravan Would not be allowed to de- 
part without them. By this dérder 
they were thrown into great perplexi- 
ty and distress. Their Christian 
friends ai Calcutta and Serampore en- 








* It is hardly time to expect intelli- 
gence from this vessel. 
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tered with great svmpathy into their 
situation; were employed in their be- 
half with the officers of the govern- 

ment; and special and united prayers 
were ofi.r.d up to Him who reigns in 
Zion, and turns the hearts of men.— 
After some time the order was relax- 
ed,-and liberty was granted to the 
two brethren, to depart by any convey- 

ance which might offer, to any place, 

not within the juris sdiction of the Bast 
india Company. It then became a 
weighty question, whither they should 
go. Respecting iirmah, which had 
been conte mplate ‘-d by us, and by them, 
with particula- desire and raised hope, 
as the ficid of the mission, they had re- 
seived such information, as decisively 
to deter them from attempting an es- 
tablishment im any part of that empire. 
China, still farther cast, they suppo- 
sed to be absolutely clos.a] against 
them. Seeing no door open, or likely 
to be opencd, in countries eastward of 
Britis]: India, they had only to turn 
their eyes westward. While in this 
state of anxious suspense, they receiv- 

ed letters from their brethren of the 
Harmony, dated at the Isle of France, 
with the intelligence that the governor 
of that Island was friendly to missions, 

and very desirous of having missiona- 
riesemployed there, and in the neigh- 

boring Islandof Madagascar. <As the 
isie of France, Bourbon, and the more 
easterly Island of Ceylon, are not with- 
in the jurisdiction of the East India 
Company ; but belong to the Crown of 
Great Britain, and are under separate 


governments; in them the policy of 


the East India Company does not pre- 
vail.. Messrs. Newell and Judson, 

therefore, at length concluded to em- 
brace the first opportunity of a passage 
to the Isle of France ; considering that, 
should they not find it expedient to at- 
tempt an establishment either there, 
er at Madagascar, they would at least 
be out of the reach of that government, 
which had hedged up their w ay, and 
at liberty to go ‘thence wherever Prov- 
idence might direct them. 

‘Accordingly, on the 4th of August, 
Mr. and Mrs. "Newell embarked. for 
the Isle of France, in a Seton’ which 

uld not afford accommodations for 
nny more passengers; ana the expecta- 
tion then was that Mr. and Mrs. Jud- 
sen would soen follow them. 
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Four days after the departure of Mr. 
Newell, the Harmony with Messrs. 
Hall, Nott and Rice, arrived at Calcut- 
ta. After going through a process, 
similar to that, to which the two breth- 
ren before them had been subjected, 
these brethren came also to asimilar 
determination. Thev were providen- 
tially, however, detained at Calcutta, 
until the latter part of November. 

This interval of delay was marked 
with some changes, which should have 
been little to be expected, and which 
cast anew cloud upon the affairs of the 
mission. On the 27th of August, Mr. 
Judson addressed a note to the Baptist 
Missionaries at Serampore, informing 
them that he and Mrs. Judson had 
changed their sentiments on the sub- 
ject ef baptism, and signifying their 
desire to be immersed. Accordingly, 
ou the first Sabbath in September, they 
were immersed. In his note, Mr. 
Judson says, “It is now about four 
months since I] took the subject into 
serious and prayerful consideration.” 
Mr. Neweli, however, who was his 
companion on the passage to Calcutta, 
and after His arrival there until within 
about three weeks of the date of this 
note, appears to have left him without 
any knowledge of the change. His oth- 
er brethren, also, who were at Calcut- 
ta, when he went from that place to 
Serampore, on the 27th of August, ap- 
pear to have been unapprized of the 
object of his visit there, and to have re- 
ceived their first intelligence on the 
subject two days afterwards from Dr. 
Marshman. 

In a joint letter, writtea about 
twenty days after Mr. Judson’s immer- 
sion, his brethren, referring to the fact, 
say, ‘*In consequence of this trying 
event it has appeared to him and to us, 
and to those with whom we have con- 
versed, expedient that we should sepa- 
rate and labor in different fields.”— 
Tiis letter had the signature of Mr. 
Rice. About four weeks after this a 
letter was written by brethren Hall 
and Nott, in which they say, “ You 
will be surprised to receive a letter 
written by us alone : we are surprised 
and distressed thatit isso. Brother 

tice has been led to change his senti- 
ments on the subject of baptism ; and 
brother Judson and he will probably 
aticmpta mission to Java. What the 
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Lord means by thus dividing us in 
sentiment, and separating us from 
each other we cannot tell. This we 
know, the Lord seeth not as man 
seeth; and it ill becomes us to be dis- 
satisfied with what he does. We hope 
and pray that these unexpected things 
may not damp the missionary spirit 
which has been kindled, but that it 
may burn witha brighter and purer 
flame.” Mr. Rice, in a letter of the 
same date, professes to have examined 
the subject ‘‘ with prayerfulness, and 
in the fear of God, and with no small 
impression of the delicacy and high 
responsibility of his situation.” 
Aware of the fallibility of the hu- 
man mind, and of the frailty even of 
ood men, the Prudential Committee 
iave no disposition to impeach the sin- 
cerity af these two brethren. It cannot 
however, but be regarded with regret, 
if they had not, ‘‘ with prayerfulness 
and in the fear of God,” examined that 
subject, before so late a day :—before 
they assumed engagements of so high 
and responsible a character ;—before 
they were placed in circumstances ren- 
dering it nearly impossible for them 
to preserve an equable state of mind, 
while examining as doubtful, a ques- 
tion which ought long before to have 
been settled with them, and in regard 
to which a change ofsentiments would 
entirely change their relations, and 
open tothem new and very different 
prospects ;—before, in fine, they were 
in a situation, peculiarly exposing 
them, as the case might be, to mistake 
impulses for arguments, and an act, in 
which there would be * a shew of wis- 
dom, in will worship and humility,” 
for an indispensable effort of Christian 
self- denial. Nevertheless the founda- 
tion of God standeihi sure: and on this 
foundation, the instances of instability, 
which we lament here to record, but 
against which no human foresight 
could, previde, should lead us more 
entirely to repose ourhopes. They 
shew us that missionaries are but 
men; and forcibly inculcate the im- 
piytanee of great caution, and great 
fidelity in examination, on the part, 
not only of this Board, but of all who 
wou'd offer themselves fir the mission- 
ary service. Instead, however, of in- 
ducing discouragement, they should 
reuse the holy zeal, and quicken the 


pious exertions ofall the friends of 
truth; and should they, in the wisdom 
ot God, be so overruled, as to bring 
un accession of strength to the mission- 
ary cause, the event would be joyous. 

During their stay at Calcutta, 
Messrs Hall and Nott obtained such 
information, and such views of probable 
events, as induced them to relinquish 
the design of returning to the Isle of 
France, in the hope that they might 
yet find it practicable to establish 
themselves at Bombay, Surat, or some 
other eligible place in India. Early in 
Wovember, therefore they engaged a 
passage for Bombay, obtained their 
pasport, from the police, and were con- 
templating their prospects with high 
satisfaction, and encouragement. But 
here ona sudden, another trial was in- 
terposed. Aficr their effects were on 
board for Bombay, they had notice 
from the police, that it was the pleas- 
ure of the government to have them 
conveyed to England, and that a pas- 
szge would be provided for them in the 
fleet thenunder despatch. They were 
greally perplexed; but, as their pas- 
ports were not revoked, they at length 
concluded that they might be warrant- 
ed in going on board the ship, in which 
they were regularly entered as passen- 
gers, and had paid their passage, and 
awaitihe event. Accordingly, on the 
20th of November, they went on board. 
The ship remained in the river, a little 
below Calcutta, five or six days; du- 
ring which they were not without fear 
of being ordered back by the officers 
of the police, who well knew where 
they were; but en the 27th, the ship 
dropped down the river, and on the 
29:h she was out at sea. This was 
the date of our last mtelligence from 
them. Under this date, Mr. Nott 
writes, “ We are now past all the 
danger which we feared—As far as 
We can judge, if we are favored with 
good weather, we shall have a plea. 
ant passage. We lope soon to have 
ahome. Fiwe donot goto Bombay, 
we shall either stay at Ceylon, or go 
to some place, where we shall certainly 
stay.” 

About the time that these two 
brethren left Calcutta, Mr. and Mrs. 
Judson and Mr. Rice took passage 
thence for the Isle of France where 
they arrived about the middle of Jan, 
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uary. On the 15th of March, Mr. Rice 
took passage in a Portuguese vessel 
for the Brazils, with a view to return 
to this country on special business, 
deemed by himself and Mr. Judson 
important to their contemplated sepa- 
vate mission. He has just reached this 
place from Mew York ; and from him 
ihe Board may probably receive some 
further communications. He left Mr. 
and Mrs. Judson at the Isle of Fratice, 
waiting for a passage to Penang, or 
Prince of Wales’ Island, where they in- 
tend, if practicable, to effectuate an es- 
tablishment. 
[To be continued ] 





ORDINATIONS. 


On the 26th of August Iast, the 
Rev. Orance LyMAN wasordained to 
the work of the Gospel Ministry in 
Sharon, Ellsworth Society. The sev- 
eral parts of divine service were per- 
formed in the following order :—Rev. 
Chauncey Lee of Colebrook made the 
introductory prayer ; Rev. David Por- 
ter, D, D. of Cattskill, (N. ¥.) preach- 
éd the sermon; Rev. Peter Starr, of 
Warren, made the consecrating pray- 
er; Rev. Alexander Gillet, of Torring- 
ton, gave the charge to the Pastor; 
Rev. Jonathan Miller, ef Burlington, 
gave the charge to the People; Rev. 
David L. Perry, of Sharon, gave the 
right-hand of Fellowship; and Rev. 
James Beach of Winsted, made the 
concluding prayer.—A very numerous 
and respectable audience witnessed 
the solemnities. The various per- 
formances were highly interesting, 
and very pertinently udapted to the 
solemn occasion. 

OrvpAINED, on the 3d inst. over 
the Congregational Church and Socie- 
ty, in Dunstable, N. H. Rev. Epene- 
ZER Peck SPERRy. 

On the 20th ultimo, Rev. Joun H. 
¥owLer, at Lebanon, (Con.) Exeter, 
third soviety. 

On the 2oth of Aug. last, Rev Hum- 
PHRY Prince over the first church of 
Christ, in Cheshire, Con. 


NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


A Sermon, delivered on the day of 
general election, at Montpelier, Octo- 
ber 14, 1813, before the-hunorable Le- 








gislature of Vermont, by Danicl Marsh, 
A.M. Pastor of the Congregational 
Church in Bennington. Published at 
the request of the Legislature. Mont- 
pelier, Walton and Goss, Oct. 1815. 
Jesus the resertof christians be- 
reaved of their minister, illustrated in 
a discowrse delivered at Rupert, Feb. 
23, 1813, at the interment cf the Rev. 


John B. Preston, A, M. late pastor of 


a church of Christ, in Rupert, Vi. by 
Holland Wecks, A. M. pastor of a 
church of Christ in Pittsford, Vt: To 
which is added a brief sketch of the 
life ofthe deceased by two of his 
friends. Published at the request of 
some of the hearers for the benefit of 
the bereaved family’ Salem, N. Y. 
Dodd & Rumsey. 

The kingdom of Uhrist; A Sermon 
delivered before the Vermont Mission- 
ary Society, at their annual meeting, at 
Pawlet, Sept.13th, 1813, by John Fitch, 
A. M. pastor of the Congregational 
Church in Danville. Middlebury, F. 
€. Strong. Nov. 1813. 

A Sermon delivered, at Montpelier, 
before the Vermont Bible Society, at 
their annuak meeting, October, 1813, 
by Paniel Marsh, A. M. pastor of the 
Congregational Church of Christ in 
Bennington. Published at the request 
of the Society. Mont. Walton & Goss. 

First Report of the Vermont Bible 
society, communicated to the socicty at 
their annual meeting October 21, 1813. 
Montpelier Walton & Goss. Nov. 1813, 


OBITUARY. 

Died, at Woodstock, Con. Rey. Will- 
iam Graves. 

At East Haven, Con. on the 16th ult. 
Rev. Lucas Hart, pastor ofthe church 
in Woolcott, aged 29, 

At Cheshire, Con, Aug. 30th, Rev. 
John Foot, im the 72 year of his age, 
and 46 of his ministry. 

At Hebron, Con. Rey. Jonathan Bird 
of Berlin, aged 97. , 

At Palmer, Ms. Rey. Moses Baldwin, 


aged 81. 
z. Springfield, Ms. Rev. John Me 
Kinstry, aged 90. 

At Norfoik, Con. Rev- Ammi R. Rob- 
bins, aged 78, in the 52 year of his 
ministry. Eleven ministers have died 
in Connecticut this year, and there is 
now no original town, which has its first 
minister. 
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Sf oetry. 
HYMNS. 


Swerft was the song the angels sung 
To hail the infant earth, 

While she in listening wonder hung 
To hear their holy mirth, 

From every vocal hill and plain 
Vhat smil’d beneath the sky, 

Echo return’d the joyful strain 
In loud and sweet reply. 


Sweeter the song of pure delight 
From that angelic throng, 
“When Shepherds, through the starry night; 
With rapture heard the song. 
Farth caught the glorious hymn again, 
With unbelieving joy; 
And bade her children join the strain; 
To hail the Savior Boy ! 


But sweeter yet the song. shall flow 
In harmony divine, 

When saints, escap’d from toil and woe; 
The last grand chorus join. 

Then earth shall melt in fervent pain 
At those diviner lays, 

And heaven itself shall scarce sustain 
The transport of their praise. 





Go, count the billows in the seas, 
And count the sands upon the shore ; 
And count the leaves upon the trees, 
And count the stars, a shining store ! 


Then multiply the sum of all, 
By any number that you will ; 


Thy mercies, Lord, that daily fal}, 
‘Thy mercies are more numerous still. 


—— 
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A communication, on the interesting question, Ought deacons to be ordatned 2 
will receive early attention. ~The Report of the Vt. Bible Society, inour next. 


3 ¢ Oe 
DONATIONS TO * Sade BIBLE sSOcIETY. 


From the W. B. Society,Barnet, - - . - 
W. B. Society, Brownington, ‘Se Ma aa 
Rey. David H. Williston, tor permanent fund, . P 
Ladies in Westminster, East parish, , r . e 
Female Society, Vergennes, ae - - - : 


Contribution after the Society’s annual meeting, Montpelier, 
Elisha Ferguson, - . . ° ° é . : 


10,00 
5,00 
10,60 
6,49 
8,00 
53,85 
0,50 

















